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dreadful insult to speak of someone's head as tandas, meaning
the head of animals.

The type of language used in conversation is prescribed by one
of the strict rules of caste etiquette, and the use of the wrong form
is a serious offence. A prince has to be addressed as " highness"
(Ratii or Agung), but he and the people of his caste talk to every-
body in the low language, except perhaps to their parents, elder
brothers, and members of the priestly caste, the Brahmanas.
Polite people (not all high-born people are considered polite) are
supposed to address old people in the high language.

There is still a fourth language, the Kawi, used on ritual occa-
sions, in poetry and classic literature. It is archaic Javanese, in
which nine out of ten words are Sanskrit; but the knowledge of
Kawi rests almost entirely with the priests and scholarly Balinese,

The language problem of Bali has been further complicated
by the addition of Malay, now officially the language of the
Dutch East Indies. It is taught in the schools and is spreading
rapidly among the Balinese youth because it is considerably
simpler than the difficult Balinese and is free of the caste regula-
tions. Thus a modern Balinese scholar would require five lan-
guages for social and cultural intercourse: the high, middle, and
low Balinese, plus Kawi and Malay. Such a linguist is not rare
today in Bali.

THE   CASTES

The Hindu caste system as it is found today in Bali was not
firmly implanted until after the conquest by the famous Gadja
Mada. Then Hindu-Javanese rule was definitely established and
the island was divided into vassal territories paying tribute to the
local princes that were given control. The natives lived under a
class system of their own long before that time, however- They
had their ranks, with a sort of aristocracy that combined govern-
ment and priesthood.

Hindu-Javanese penetration did not reach many of the remote
mountain communities, which remained outside the feudal ter-